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189th Anniversary Celebrations Sunday 28th June 2020 

Live Zoom Communion Service Commencing at: 10.30am 

Revd Andy West Preaching 

Please prepare some Bread & Wine for Holy Communion 

 

 

Order of service for the 28th June, Zoom Preparation & Sermon Notes 
 
Preparation for worship Including Lighting a Candle 

Reflections on the past year Andrew Atkin (with Prayer) 

Hymn: Shout to the Lord                                Roo, Catrin, Katia, Reika  

‘Me in 3’ Video      

Bible Reading:  Numbers 15: 37 - 41 

Hymn: There is a Day                                      Roo, Catrin, Katia, Reika 

Children’s Talk      

All-age worship song     

Sermon     Revd Andy West 

Communion worship song  

Prayers of Intercession                          Yvonne Timms 
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Holy Communion                                      Revd Meghan Byerly 

‘The splendour of the king’ Farsi  

(How great is our God) 

Benediction/Blessing    Dative Mukamusoni  

Final goodbyes     Revd Andy West 

 

Preparing for live Zoom Anniversary Service 

On the 28th June we aim to do our Sunday morning service live using something called Zoom. We 

are wanting to do this to encourage a sense of family on Pentecost Sunday. If it works well, we 

will do it again for the church anniversary at the end of June. Some of you may be familiar with 

Zoom and for others it may be something which you have not used and may feel a little 

apprehensive about the idea of worshipping this way. The aim of this short introduction is to help 

you get ready for the 31st and hopefully allay some fears. 

Zoom is a free application (app) which you can download onto your smart phone, tablet, or 

computer. To install it simply go to www.zoom.us and sign up and install. If you don’t want to 

do this you can phone into the service on the day from any phone (see below)  or you can 

watch the service after the live event  by going to the church website and clicking on the link will 

take you to the recording of the service. 

Once you have downloaded the app you can have a play with it to get used to the controls. You 

can start your own meeting on your Zoom home panel by clicking on the orange ‘New Meeting’ 

button. By moving your cursor/finger over the panel which will open up you will be able to see 

the different controls. Make sure you check your sound is working OK, learn how to turn your 

video on and mute yourself. You can join a meeting without your video on, but others will only 

be able to hear you and not see you. 

To join the service on the day from 10.15am onwards you will need a link or a meeting number 

and password. To obtain these email Lizzy. 

You will then enter a waiting room where the host will have to give permission for you to join the 

service. This is just an added bit of security which helps to keep us all safe. If during the service 

there is the very unlikely event of there being an issue with your video or sound the host may put 

you back into the waiting room while you sort it out. Don’t take this personally, it just makes for 

a more pleasant environment for us all. 

Once the service starts it will help if you put your device on speaker view rather than gallery. We’ll 

explain how you do this on the day. You will also be put on mute as again this makes it a better 

experience for everyone watching. The service will also be recorded but the recording will 

only show those who are speaking. 

Please feel free to share the log in details with friends who you might like to 

invite BUT PLEASE DO NOT POST ON ANY PUBLIC PLATFORMS 

WHICH ARE OPEN TO ANYONE. 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Phoning in 

As mentioned above you can phone into the Zoom meeting using any phone by dialling 

02034815240 or 0203 695 0088. You will then be asked for the meeting ID and password above. 

You will then be able to listen in to the service as it happens but won’t be able to see or be seen 

by others. Standard phone charges apply. 

 

 

Anniversary Sermon Notes by Revd Andy West 

Numbers 15: 37 - 41 

Revelation 21: 4 - 6 

This morning we are remembering and celebrating 181 years of the life of CRBC.  As we have 

heard, in our reading from numbers, God calls his people to remember what he has done and what 

he has promised, his goodness in providing and guiding and his faithfulness to the covenant he 

made with his people. This remembering was never meant to be a nostalgic look at the past through 

rose tinted glasses or a longing and harking back to days gone by but it was meant to literally 

remind of God’s calling of and working amongst his people to inspire and change their behaviour 

in the present. Verse 40 says; ‘Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be 

consecrated to your God.’  

That is what our remembering and thanksgiving must do today. It must impact how we live for 

our saviour in the 21st century as a church and as individuals in Sheffield and the surrounding area. 

Andrew in his introductory reflections has already pointed us to this. 

So, let us remember how it began. Here is a quote from the history of the church. 

‘Several brethren and sisters having removed to Sheffield from various places where they had been connected 

with General Baptist Churches; it was thought very desirable that these friends should be encouraged to 

commence a new interest in the large and populous town of Sheffield. Thus, on the first Sabbath in 

September, 1839, the few friends met to commence religious meetings, to read the Scriptures, and exhort 

each other to a patient obedience and perseverance in every good word and work.’ 

I love the idea that we at Cemetery Road are the result of a group of faithful believers starting a ‘new 

interest’. God is the God of forever and always but also the new, recreating all the time. He is the creator 

God whose compassions are new every morning, who desires to give us new hearts of flesh every day and who 

declares in Isaiah 43:19 See, I am doing a new thing!   I want us this morning to briefly think about what 

it means to be a people who stand upon the eternal truths we know while allowing God to create and recreate 

in and through us. Later in the service we will share in the greatest act of remembrance- communion which 

is all about celebrating what has been done, so that as Paul puts it in his second letter to the Corinthians   

if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here! 

These promises of newness and renewal and many more are for all people who would call on the 

name of Jesus and be saved and so become part of God’s kingdom story. 
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It doesn’t matter how old you are, what your financial situation may be, what your ethnic 

background or nationality may be. When you come to the Father through the Son by the power 

of the Spirit you become a child of God and his word shows us that he will work in any life laid 

before him. He wants you to play a part in his story. 

Let’s, think about just a few of the people God did new things in and through in the Bible. 

The first disciples who followed Jesus were a mixed bunch of men between 13 and 30 years of 

age. Daniel who God used in the Babylonian captivity I talked about last week was just a teenager 

as was David the shepherd boy who is famous for killing the giant warrior Goliath with a stone 

and sling. 

Esther too who was a Jewish queen in a foreign land who God used to save her people was just a 

teenager and it is very likely that Mary the mother of Jesus was also in her teens too when she gives 

birth to him. Teenagers, that is a load of people your age who God used to do incredible things. 

And one of the main people who started CRBC was Cornelius Atkinson a 17-year-old newly 

moved from Retford. What new thing does God want to use you for here in Sheffield in the 21st 

century.  

In looking back both at the history of our church and at God’s word it says to us that we should 

be encouraging and releasing young people into positions where they can do and lead us into new 

things.  

And just before the older ones are thinking great, I can step back then, I’ve done my bit let’s keep 

looking at the word of God. 

Moses who led God’s people out of Egypt was 80 when God called him to take on that role. Caleb 

who was one of the spies who entered the promised land of Canaan for the first time and who 

brought back a good report with Joshua was 85 when he actually got to enter his inherited bit of 

land. He says he was just as passionate for the things of God at 85 as he was when he first went 

into the promised land 45 years later. 

Anna the prophetess who spoke of who Jesus was when he was presented in the temple as a baby 

was 84 and Sarah when she gave birth to Isaac was 90.  

God wants those of you who are getting on a bit and perhaps feeling you’ve done your bit to see 

from scripture that God is not done with you yet. He has a role for you too in his story and in the 

life of CRBC. 

Of course there are examples throughout the Bible of people of all ages, not just the young and 

the old who God uses to do new things and as we remember today the challenge to every one of 

us is to allow God to inspire and speak to us about the future of His church and our place in it. 

Being part of God’s church does not have opt out clauses based upon our age, skills, background, 

nationality or any other part of our lives. We are called and commissioned to serve him as his 

people today. We have been handed a baton by past generations and we need to ensure we are 

faithful in carrying that baton until we pass it onto the next generations. If CRBC is to celebrate 

another 181 years we all need to take responsibility for the part which God asks us to play in His 
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church. He will provide for each of us to be able to do this; in fact, it is only in Him that any of us 

can honour him with our lives. 

The founders of CRBC saw Sheffield as a large and populous town in need of Jesus. It is a now a 

major city where there are more people than ever who need to hear the good news that God loves 

them, and he brings salvation through His Son Jesus. 

The Jews were told to wear tassels on their clothes as a reminder, a prompt to continually 

remember God’s work in their lives and His call on them to live each day for Him. What practical 

thing might you do to remind you each day to be open to God’s call on your life, knowing he has 

been and will be faithful in leading you forward. (My wristband). 

The Apostle Paul puts the challenge like this in Romans 12:1 

 I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. 

The first minister of CRBC prayed a wonderful prayer for the small group who founded the church 

and it’s as relevant today as ever. I’m going to pray it over us in a moment so let’s still our hearts 

and minds.  

Moment of quiet. " May this little band increase in piety, in holy zeal, in brotherly 

love, and in numbers; and may the great Head of the Church be honoured in them, and by them, 

for His Name's sake." Amen. Rev Hugh Hunter 

 


